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been no showing, let alone a substantial reason to believe, that a violation of House rules and
standards of conduct occurred.

Conclusion

As detailed above, Rep. Collins’ has been open, honest, and at all times above-board in fulfilling
his duties as a Member of the House of Representatives. His ownership of stock, role in, and
connection to Innate is no secret. As an investor in Innate and advocate of Innate’s mission he
lauded the company, its science, and its goal of finding a treatment for a crippling and deadly
disease.

This review was spurred by unfounded accusations that trace their origin to political opponents,
including Rep. Collins’ fellow Member from New York. Each of the original complaints lodged
by Rep. Slaughter and others have been discounted or demonstrated to be without merit and, as
discussed herein, the remaining issues that OCE did review are equally without force. OCE, and
this Committee, should not be manipulated in this manner or used as a forum for political
crusades such as that being pursued by Rep. Slaughter in her mudslinging campaign to seek a
personal vendetta. Despite an exhaustive review, OCE has presented no compelling support for
its conclusion that substantial reason exists for belief that a violation occurred. The uncontested
facts, common sense, and the law all support the conclusion that OCE’s recommendation should
be rejected and this review concluded.

o S

E. Mark Braden

ee: Patrick McMullen, Esq.
Trevor M. Stanley, Esq. (via email only)
Kendall E. Wangsgard, Esq. (via email only)

Encls.



Declaration
I, Representative Chris Collins, declare (certify, veritfy, or state) under penalty of perjury that the

response and factual assertions contained in the attached letter dated August 14, 2017, relating to
my response to the July 14, 2017, Committee on Ethics letter, are true and correct.
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Name: Representative Chris Collins

Date: /’6{,{0{//@7[ /l'(é ,2017
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